
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Application No. 13173, of Thomas and Barbara Joe, pursuant to 
paragraph 8207.11 of the Zoning Regulations, for a variance from 
the lot occupancy requirements (Paragraph 7107.21) for a proposed 
addition to a single family detached dwelling which is a non- 
conforming structure in an R-4 District at the premises 720 A 
Street, S .E. (Square 898, Lot 43) . 
HEARING DATE: March 12, 1980 
DECISION DATE:March 12, 1980 (Bench Decision) 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The Supplemental Rules of Practice and Procedure require 
that the property be posted a minimum of ten days in advance of 
the hearing and an affidavit attesting to the posting and depicting 
such notice be filed at least five days in advance of the hearing. 
No notice was posted and no affidavit was filed. The Board deter- 
mined that in all other respects proper notice was given, that 
there was widespread knowledge of the application in the area and 
that there was no opposition present at the hearing. For good 
cause, the Board therefore waived the posting requirements. 

2. The subject property is located on the north side of A 
Street between 7th and 8th Streets, S.E. It is in an R-4 zone 
district at premises known as 720 A Street, S.E. 

3. The site is presently improved with a two story semi- 
detached brick structure. It is predominantly surrounded by three 
story row dwellings. The structure is incorrectly described in 
the notice as a detached dwellinq. The structure abuts the west 
lot line of the lot. 

4. The lot which is approximately 2,660 square feet in area, 
is rectangular in shape, and is 27.15 feet wide by 97.96 feet deep. 

5. The basement of the structure is not of regulation height, 
and is not usable as habitable space. 

6. The applicant proposes to raise the roof of the existing 
attic, to add two bedrooms, and a study and hobby room, in accor- 
dance with plans submitted as Exhibit 9, on January 3, 1980. 
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7. The subject structure was built in 1906, prior to the 
adoption of the 1958 Zoning Regulations. The structure currently 
exceeds the forty percent lot occupancy requirements of the 
R-4 zone by 219.60 square  fee^ or 20.65 percent and is therefore 
a non-conforming structure. Thus a variance is required. 

8. The proposed addition does not increase the degree of 
non-conformity of the lot occupancy. The applicant seeks no other 
variances. 

9. The site is located within the boundaries of the Capitol 
Hill Historic District. 

10. Advisory Neighborhood Commission - 6B by letter, dated 
March 12, 1980 requested that the Board waive the posting require- 
ments of this application. The ANC felt that the neighborhood was 
aware of the applicant's request and had received more than adequate 
notice concerning this application. Such notice was supplemented 
by ANC notification of residents within 200 feet of the subject 
property, and a petition circulated by the applicant. 

11. Advisory Neighborhood Commission - 6B by letter, dated 
March 12, 1980 supported the application on the grounds that the 
applicant meets the requirements of the practical difficulty test 
of Paragraph 8207.11 of the Zoning Regulations. The Board so 
finds. 

12. The Office of Planning and Development by report, dated 
February 28, 1980 and testimony given at the public hearing supported 
the application on the grounds that the existence of the present 
lot and structure at the time of adoption of the Zoning Regulations 
creates a practical difficulty. The OPD noted that the proposed 
addition does not increase the degree of non-conformity, and found 
that the addition will not affect light and air to adjacent proper- 
ties. The Board so finds. 

13. There were letters in support of the application from 
adjoining as well .as surrounding residents. 

14. There was no opposition to the granting of this application. 



Application No. 13173 
Page 3 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION: 

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact and the evidence of 
record, the Board concludes that the requested variance is an area 
variance, the granting of which requires the showing of an excep- 
tional situation or condition of the property which causes a 
practical difficulty for the owner. The Board concludes that the 
existence of the subject lot and structure prior to the adoption 
of the Zoning Regulations creates such a difficulty. The proposed 
addition is within the height limit of the R-4 zone, and does not 
increase the degree of non-conformity of the structure. The three 
stories are compatible with surrounding three story row dwellings. 
The Board further concludes that the requested relief can be granted 
without substantially impairing the intent, purpose and integrity 
of the zone plan as embodied in the Zoning Regulations and Map. 
Accordingly, it is ORDERED that the application is hereby GRANTED. 

VOTE: 5-0 (Theodore F. Mariani, Charles R. Norris, Connie Fortune, 
William F. McIntosh and Leonard L. McCants to GRANT). 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E. SHER 

ATTESTED BY: - 

STEVEN E. SHER 
Executive Director 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 5 MAY t N u  

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH PERIOD AN 
APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT ORCCERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY IS 
FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES, INVESTIGATIONS, AND 
INCPECTIONS. 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8204.3 OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO DECISION 
OR OWER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER 
HAVING BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE 
AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT." 


